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Thanking Troy Jenkins for 30 years of service “Mr. Jenkins served the [water and sewer authority] and its customers with quiet integrity and with the best interests of the citizens at heart.”  Page 4
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Southern-style diner replacing Pub
Some town buildings spring to life, others languish

CheriWoodard.com, 37 Main Street, Sperryville, VA 22740     (540) 987-8500

BY TIM CARRINGTONFor Foothills ForumI f Washington’s buildings form a stage set, as is o� en said, they would o� er a perfect backdrop to a sweeping drama mixing elements of renewal, uncertainty and neglect. For more than four decades, the tiny town has 
reinvented itself, as the Inn at Little Washington 
expanded its culinary and lodging empire, li� ing some two dozen buildings from their past 
lives. Meanwhile, a parade of outsiders built and renovated homes for retreating, retiring or 
remote-working. Both patterns are continuing – investment in 
Washington’s commercial, public and residential 
structures is estimated to be about $23 million since 2010, with half a dozen major home 

See TOWN, Page 12

WHITHER WASHINGTON?

ALSO MAKING NEWS
Building permits surged in 2022. Will the boom last?  Page 6

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER
New Town Mayor Joe Whited honors former 
Mayor Fred Catlin in his inaugural address. 
New era begins with a boost for business  Page 8

GAVEL PASSED, MAYOR GETS TO WORK

‘A� ordable, 
community focused place’ will succeed Sperryville’s 

Headmaster’s Pub

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

Dan Gleason, owner of the Sumac food truck, and his wife Abigail are leasing Headmaster’s space.BY BEN PETERSRappahannock News sta� Sperryville’s popular  Headmas-ter’s Pub was sold and is closing in March, but a new restaurant under new ownership will take its place soon a� er.
Current owners Jordan and Cli�  Miller IV are leaving Rappahan-

nock County for Marin County, California. Dan Gleason, owner of the Sumac food truck that parks outside Pen Druid Brewery, and his wife Abigail are leasing from the couple the space where Head-master’s currently sits and plans to 
See PUB, Page 17

Resident charged with attempted murder after area shooting  Page 15
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New Town Mayor Joe Whited honors former 
Mayor Fred Catlin in his inaugural address. 
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Candidates, date set for Gainesville special election

New Manassas council gets to work
Five shot in Dumfries;
‘very young’ child dies

Forest Park grad 
drafted by MLS

Candidates line up
for November elections
» NEWS, PAGE 4

» NEWS, PAGE 3

» SPORTS, PAGE 15

Sumers, Weir vying
to succeed Candland

The stage is set for a February special 
election to fill the seat vacated by former 
Prince William County Supervisor Pete 
Candland in the Gainesville District.

Haymarket Town Council member Bob 
Weir, who won the Republican nomina-
tion in a contested election Monday night, 
will face Democrat Kerensa Sumers on the 
ballot next month.

Judge Kimberly Irving issued a writ of 
special election last week scheduling the 

contest for Feb. 21. The seat was vacated 
after the Dec. 16 resignation of Cand-
land, a Republican first elected 
in 2011.

Candland’s resignation was 
spurred by expanded limita-
tions on his voting powers by 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Amy 
Ashworth. The recommendation 
was tied to Candland’s involve-
ment as an applicant in the con-
troversial PW Digital Gateway 
proposal in his district, which includes 
nearly 70,000 residents. The project pro-
poses 27.6 million square feet of data cen-
ters on 2,139 acres along Pageland Lane. 

Under state law, the Prince William 
Board of County Supervisors cannot ap-

point a temporary re-
placement ahead of 
a special or general 
election. It is the only 
local governing body 
in Virginia specifical-
ly barred by state law 
from appointing a tem-
porary replacement for 
a vacancy among its 

members, with very limited exceptions. 
Republicans will try to retain the seat, 

while Democrats hope to capture it for the 
first time in more than 30 years. In the last 

three contested general elections for the 
district, Republicans have won by an aver-

age margin of 2,090 votes.
Although the candidates are 

affiliated with political parties, 
under state law, they will appear 
on the ballot without their party 
designation identified.

The winner of the special elec-
tion will have to run for a full 
four-year term in the November 
general election, when all eight 

seats on the Board of Supervisors are up 
for grabs.

City’s first Hispanic member
calls swearing in ‘an honor’

BY JARED FORETEK
jforetek@insidenova.com

A new Manassas City Council was sworn 
into office Tuesday night, with Democrats 
expanding their advantage to 5-1 on the 
temporary dais at Jennie Dean Elementary 
School. 

Democrat Sonia Vasquez Luna made a 
little bit of city history Tuesday, becoming 
the first Latina woman to serve on City 
Council. A labor organizer and native of El 
Salvador, Vasquez Luna said it was an honor 
to be the first Hispanic person to serve on 
the council.

“It’s not only an honor but a responsibili-
ty that I don’t take lightly … I’m really hap-
py,” Vasquez Luna said after being sworn 
in. “We are ready for the responsibility. I’ve 
been talking to each one of you and getting 
to know you. I’m looking forward to work-
ing together as Manassas celebrates 150 
years.” 

Tuesday’s gathering was held at Jennie 
Dean Elementary due to ongoing renova-
tions at City Hall.

Meanwhile, Democrat Ralph Smith and 
Republican Teresa Coates Ellis were sworn in 
for their second terms. With Vasquez Luna 
replacing Republican Lynn Forkell Greene 

on the council, Coates Ellis is the sole Re-
publican on the council. She has historically 
been one of the most conservative members 
on the council when it comes to budgeting 
issues, advocating for smaller budgets and 
lower real estate and property tax rates. The 
council’s fiscal 2024 budgeting will start in 
earnest in the upcoming weeks.

“I want to welcome Sonia to the council. 
I look forward to working closely with her 

Democrat Sonia Vasquez Luna was sworn into office on Manassas City Council Tuesday night. Vasquez 
Luna is the first Hispanic person to serve on the council. JARED FORETEK | INSIDENOVA

Manassas Council Terms
» Tom Osina: 2020-2024
» Pamela J. Sebesky: 2020-2024
» Mark D. Wolfe: 2020-2024
» Theresa Coates Ellis: 2022-2026
» Ralph J. Smith: 2022-2026
» Sonia Vasquez Luna: 2022-2026
» Mayor Michelle Davis-Younger: 2020-2024 

(mayor votes only in case of ties)

BOB WEIR KERENSA SUMERS

ELECTION   PAGE 5
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Enjoy $47 OFF
ANY SERVICE REPAIR
(703) 454-8072 | appletoncampbell.com
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author at 92
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EPIC BIKE RIDE: LOCAL COUPLE TAKES A TRIP TO REMEMBER

AREA’S OLDEST TREES ARE HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT
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She’s Miss Virginia 
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Meet Ashburn’s 
Kailee Horvath.
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FASHION SHOW 
FEATURES BREAST CANCER SURVIVORS  
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Contact us today to place your ad! 703-303-8713

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, 
AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 
262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, 
PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-877-614-6667
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 844-947-1479 
to schedule your free quote!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must 
present offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-877-591-99501-877-591-9950

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 12/31/24. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See 
your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/24

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

Your source for tickets to events
throughout Northern Virginia

InsideNoVaTix.com
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Ensure Your Wishes Are Honored
BY JULIE ROSE

Having important legal documents 
in place is critical to ensure that 
your wishes are honored while you 

are alive and after your death.
This is especially important for seniors. 

If you don’t have the following documents 
in place or they need to be updated, it’s 
advisable to meet with an elder law attor-
ney and address this. It will provide you 
with peace of mind.  

Will: This legal document lets you 

determine who will receive your specific 
assets after your death. It’s important for 

everyone to have a will 
but is critical for se-
niors. If you don’t have 
a will, the courts will 
decide what happens to 
your assets.  

Medical directive: 
This is also known as an 
advanced directive. This 

legal document clearly establishes the lev-
el and extent of care you want to receive 

if you become ill or incapacitated.  Your 
medical directive will state if you want 
artificial support for breathing and eating, 
such as a ventilator and feeding tube, or 
you don’t want heroic measures. Your 
wishes are respected, and your family has 
clarity and guidance with this document. 

Power of attorney for healthcare: This 
legal document enables you to designate 
someone to make healthcare decisions 
for you if you are unable to do so. By 
appointing someone in advance, timely 
and effective decisions can be made in the 

event of your illness or incapacity.  With-
out this document, medical professionals 
will look to your family and in some 
circumstances to your friends, or medical 
treatments may be determined by the 
medical team. If the situation becomes 
complicated, a formal process must take 
place in probate court to have a guardian 
and/or a conservator appointed. This is a 
slow and expensive process that requires 
medical testimony.

Power of attorney for finances: This 
empowers the person you choose to 
manage your financial affairs, pay your 
bills, sell property, contract for services, 
determine living arrangements and make 
similar decisions. As mentioned above, if 
no one has been designated to serve, the 
courts may need to appoint a guardian/
conservator, leaving you with no say in 
who will make these decisions on your 
behalf.  

There are limited, durable, general 
and springing powers of attorney, so it’s 
important to discuss your specific wishes 
and preferences clearly with your elder 
law attorney.  

If you don’t have a family member you 
can designate for these important roles, 
you can retain an experienced, trusted 
professional to provide essential advocacy 
services for you. They can serve as your 
conservator, trustee, financial and medi-
cal power of attorney and representative 
payee. Their services can be provided to 
meet your specific wishes and needs. It’s 
essential to choose a well-qualified person 
to assume these roles for you. Be sure you 
choose wisely.  

Julie Rose, M.Ed., CDP, CHC, is CEO 
of Paladin Life Care providing care and 
advocacy for senior clients and those with 
disabilities in Virginia, Maryland and the 
District of Columbia. If you have questions 
about ensuring that your wishes are hon-
ored, you can reach her at info@paladin-
lifecare.com or call (703) 879-6992.

JULIE ROSE

Want to submit 
your news?
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